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Name Kimberly Granger

Phone Number 510-816-0604

Email Address kgrange@yahoo.com

Street Address 1277 64th St

City Emeryville

State CA

Zip Code 94608

Meeting Date 07/21/2026

I wish to comment about Sutter Hospital Proposal

My comments This project directly contradicts all the work Emeryville has done
to revamp the area in favor of pedestrians and cyclists with
reduced traffic flow (particularly around Huchiun Park). The size
and scope of the project are much larger than the area will be
able to manage safely and completely outside the current
cityscape. A 17-story building will dwarf everything in Emeryville
and is completely unsuitable for the neighborhood in which it is
planned to be built. Please note, I am not NIMBY - I merely would
like to see a compromised build plan that does not include 17
stories (the 11 story parking lot is sufficiently high for the
neighborhood) and restrictions on helipad use. Thank you for the
time to consider these comments.
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City Council / Successor Agency Written
Comment Card

Submitted on 21 July 2026, 1:04pm

Receipt number 23

Related form version 0

Name Steve Holmes

Phone Number 510-798-6144

Email Address holmesdesign@sonic.net

Street Address 1253 Stanford Ave.

City Emeryville

State CA

Zip Code 94608

Meeting Date 07/21/2026

I wish to comment about Mostly empty Sutter Health commuter busses without catalytic
converters polluting our neighbors and parks with their loud
polluting buses. Disturbing my sleep!

My comments One bus without a catalytic converter is equivalent to up to 50
cars without them . Depending on which pollutant you're talking
about. Starting at 5:15 AM multiple buses are doing this to our
citizens! For 12-14 hrs per day! This has been going on for nearly
a month! Officer Pacheco has kindly helped me get a message to
their supervisors to request they get their buses fixed and don't
take short cuts through the residential areas and parks full of
kids. One driver I talked to said they have a super tight schedule
with no time to check their phones! Please loosen up the
schedule so they don't have to take shortcuts through our
neighborhoods for a minute on their stupid phones. AND THIS IS
A HEALTHCARE COMPANY??? that's coming to town??? What a
joke!
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City Council / Successor Agency Written
Comment Card

Submitted on 20 July 2026, 8:59pm

Receipt number 22

Related form version 0

Name Robin Freeman

Phone Number 5109151452

Email Address robinf5713@aol.com

Street Address 1170 Powell St

City Oakland

State California

Zip Code 94608-2617

Meeting Date 07/21/2026

I wish to comment about Proposed Sutter Hospital Development

My comments The traffic and parking designs are inadequate in the current
version of the plan, The main building is too tall. There are
unsatisfactory parking accommodations. Both additional parking
floors and hospital support service floors should be added to the
current plans. The parking impacts on the surrounding residential
neighborhoods in Oakland and Emeryville have not been
adequately addressed. Alternately, some hospital floors can be
built over the shuttle area with an interior pedestrian bridge
connection across Horton to the Hospital. Addressing the parking
overload and traffic congestion into Oakland during the planning
stage can help avoid legal action in the future.
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Submitted by C. Zheng​ ​ ​        Emeryville City Council Study Session, July 21, 2026, Public Comment (Page 1) 
Resident at Emery Bay Village on 53rd Street, the residential complex next to the 3 schools and located 1 block over from the proposed 
Sutter Health project.  
 
53rd Street may be one of the most consequential corridors for the city and for Sutter Health in terms of safe passage to school for 
students. With 3 schools all packed in between Hollis Street and San Pablo Avenue, 53rd Street arguably contains the highest 
concentration of students in Emeryville in one square block. I’d like to ask the City Council to consider the following items: 
 

1)​ Expand traffic study’s budgeted scope beyond the preliminary set of 79 study locations: With the CEQA study, currently the 
traffic scope contains a preliminary set of 79 locations. Given the importance of CEQA to mitigation,  I ask that the City CEQA firm’s 
scope of work be expanded to include more study locations that may have been overlooked on 53rd Street. (Below, you can find the 
full breakdown.) 
 

2)​ Amend General Plan, 53rd Street radius zoning designation: In addition, I ask that the General Plan be amended to designate the 
entire 53rd Street radius between Hollis & San Pablo as a Pedestrian Priority Zone. Right now, the General Plan presents an interesting 
gap (see next page). While the school section itself is zoned as a Pedestrian Priority Zone, the street that most students use to get to 
school is not. Every school day, students from 3 schools converge on one block to get to school but 53rd Street between San Pablo and 
Hollis is not yet a pedestrian priority zone in the General Plan.  
 

3)​ Key priority: Safe Routes to School for Emeryville: I think we can all agree that safe passage for schoolchildren is a non-negotiable 
condition. Any project approval should be conditioned upon a mandatory expansion of an effective Safe Routes to School Program 
that is fully funded by the applicant. With the Sutter daily population to be as many 15,000 people – which is double the population of 
Emeryville depending how you look at it – such a program is more important than ever in the years ahead. There are a number of 
community benefits improvements that can fall under this program, but a starting point can be to fund for Safe Routes to School 
Program staffing in Emeryville. This job has been a gap, according to the City’s Active Transportation Plan.  
 

Below, I’ve also included some key traffic observations from the traffic personnel member who is regularly stationed outside the 
school during peak hours. The traffic member was generous to spend 15 minutes sharing with me peak traffic times, the typical 
student walking routes (eg via residential complexes such as The Emery near the Sutter site, apartments on Christie as well 65th as 
well as from the San Pablo corridor), the traffic challenges unique to San Pablo, and that parts of 53rd Street near the school fall 
within Oakland boundaries, which affects traffic & jurisdictional enforcement.  
 

4)​ Extend EIR scoping period to end at least early October (instead of 9/9) to account for EUSD Summer Break: EIR scoping can 
determine what gets studied in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR), an important tool to identify impacts and mitigation. 
With 3 schools all packed in between Hollis Street and San Pablo Avenue, 53rd Street arguably contains the highest concentration of 
students in Emeryville in one square block – making EUSD parents and students among the Sutter project's most directly affected 
stakeholders. Unfortunately, the review schedule runs from late May through August, overlapping with summer break and likely 
reducing many families' practical opportunities to review the project and participate in the EIR process. Because the CEQA/EIR 
process will shape future mitigation measures and community benefits, these stakeholders should have a meaningful opportunity to 
review the technical documents and submit informed comments on school-related impacts.  

 

Such extensions are not unusual; for example, the City of San Diego provided a longer CEQA EIR scoping comment period. As 
confirmed by City Staff, City Council has the discretion to extend the scoping comment period beyond the 30-day minimum. 
According to City Staff (as of July 10), the current schedule following the July 21 City Council study session is: August 10: EIR 
Notice of Preparation (NOP) scheduled to be published, kicking off the 30-day minimum period. August 27: EIR public scoping 
meeting (Planning Commission). September 9: End of Scoping Period. 
 

5)​ Proactively establish a targeted Sutter Health community advisory committee to provide structured community input throughout 
the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) review process and, if the project is approved, during construction, implementation 
and beyond as appropriate. (Sutter) CPMC San Francisco has the precedent of a targeted stakeholder-model community 
advisory group consisting of representatives from nearby residential communities, merchant associations, etc. to provide a formal 
channel for ongoing dialogue and feedback with the most impacted stakeholder groups. For Emeryville, the committee could include 
representatives from EUSD, as well as nearby residential complexes to the Sutter project (e.g. Emery Bay Village on 53rd Street 
located 1 block away from Sutter, The Emery next to Sutter’s parking site, the Bay Street residences across from Sutter’s Shuttle 
Depot demolition site, and others), businesses along Spur Alley 1 block next to the Sutter site, stakeholders along the 53rd Street 
Corridor in Emeryville, transit operators (e.g. Emery Go Round), and if legally appropriate – a jurisdictional liaison to Oakland. 
While CPMC established the group after the Draft EIR, Emeryville City Council should proactively consider establishing and 
appointing a committee before the Draft EIR is released so that most impacted stakeholders can review the DEIR, identify concerns, 
and provide recommendations on project impacts, mitigation measures, and community benefits before Planning Commission 
consideration. If the project is ultimately approved, the committee could continue as a standing advisory body. 

mailto:stopper_fealty_8l@icloud.com


Submitted by C. Zheng​ ​ ​        Emeryville City Council Study Session, July 21, 2026, Public Comment (Page 2) 
 

ABOUT EMERY BAY VILLAGE (EBV) 
Residential complex on 53rd Street (between Hollis & San Pablo) 

located 1 block east of proposed Sutter Health project  
 

●​ Residential complex of 100+ condos across 40+ buildings. 
●​ One of the city’s largest tree canopies: Emery Bay Village is 

home to one of the largest tree canopies in the city and a natural 
habitat to birds & wildlife. (Action: EIR request) 

●​ Between Hollis & San Pablo, 53rd Street runs through Emery Bay 
Village, Spur Alley (incl youth gymnastics center), and multiple 
schools (Emeryville Child Development Center, Anna Yates K-8, 
Emery High School). (Action: General Plan amendment request) 

           CEQA & CITY REQUESTS 

 

   SOW Figure 7 with public comment annotations 
   
1.​ Expand traffic study beyond current scope’s 

preliminary set of 79 study locations. Add > 3 
overlooked access points along 53rd Street impacting 
Emery Bay Village, Spur Alley, and the school sites.  

 

2.​ Expand traffic study (Spur Alley corridor): Spur 
Alley does not appear to be reflected in EIR scope of 
work. Spur Alley, located next to Emery Bay Village, is 
likely the closest side street to Hollis and Sutter Health. 
Spur Alley stretches over multiple blocks from 45th 
Street to Stanford, across multiple businesses, including 
a kid’s gymnasium center.  

 

3.​ Biological/ecological impact study (Emery Bay 
Village): Require ecological impact study to be 
conducted for Emery Bay Village (e.g.  impacts to tree 
canopy and wildlife habitat resulting from potential 
construction, air quality, acoustic impacts e.g. 
ambulances). 

 

4.​ Biological/ecological impact study (near Shuttle 
Depot): Require ecological impact study to be 
conducted for Temescal Creek, the waterway located 
alongside the South Bayfront Bridge and next to the 
demolition site for the proposed Shuttle Depot.  

 

5.​ Student pedestrian impact: Expand the transportation 
analysis to include official student pedestrian study that 
maps common walking routes to/from schools, and 
evaluates project-related impacts. 

 

6.​ Zoning designation for 53rd Street radius: Amend 
General Plan to apply Pedestrian Priority Zone 
designation to entire 53rd Street between Hollis & San 
Pablo radius. Between Hollis & San Pablo, 53rd Street 
connects through Emery Bay Village multi-family 
housing, Spur Alley (including a youth gymnastics 
center), a preschool, an elementary school, a middle 
school, and a high school. (see public comment 
annotation in red; Figure 5-3 of City’s General Plan) 

 

KEY SCHOOL CORRIDOR OBSERVATIONS  
(TRAFFIC PERSONNEL MEMBER) 

On-the-ground observations were shared with me during an informal 
15-minute discussion with the traffic personnel member regularly 

stationed outside the school during peak hours. Personal key 
takeaways (some may have EIR or Sutter planning impacts): 

 

●​ By foot: Students begin arriving on foot around 8:00 a.m. from 
multiple directions all over the city, including: The Emery 
apartments on Hubbard Street, apartments near 65th Street, 
apartments on Christie, from San Pablo corridor.  

●​ By bus: Students arrive by Emery Go Round (53rd & Hollis).  
●​ 53rd Street key walking route for students: Many will walk 

through 53rd Street on the sidewalk adjacent to Emery Bay Village 
as part of their route to/from school. 

●​ After school: After 3:00 p.m. bell, many students remain in the 
area for after-school programs. 

●​ San Pablo Avenue challenges: 4 way; vehicles back up at the San 
Pablo light (runs on a different signal schedule in AM). 

●​ Oakland jurisdiction: Parts of 53rd near school fall within 
Oakland’s jurisdiction; may limit enforcement of certain citations. 

  

CITY GENERAL PLAN  
Figure 5-3: Current Designated Pedestrian Priority Zones 

 

 

 

KEY PRIORITY: SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL FOR EMERYVILLE 
City to explore conditioning project approval with the expansion of a maximal and permanent Safe Routes to School Program & 
Operation fully funded by the developer. A Safe Routes to School Operation is ever more important in the years ahead. A number of 
community benefit improvements can fall under this program (infrastructure, personnel, funding). One starting point: Fund for Safe 
Routes to School staffing in Emeryville. This job has been a gap, as reported by City’s Active Transportation Plan annual progress report. 

mailto:stopper_fealty_8l@icloud.com


Submitted by C. Zheng​ ​ ​        Emeryville City Council Study Session, July 21, 2026, Public Comment (Page 3) 
 
 
 
Question(s) for CEQA Environmental Firm / City Staff / Sutter Health 
 

●​ Traffic congestion is no longer considered a significant impact under CEQA as of 2020 with the passage of SB 743: 
○​ Given how considerable the public’s concerns are around this issue, by what metrics instead will the Environment 

Impact Report and City use to evaluate traffic congestion for mitigation and for terms of community benefit 
agreements?  

 
●​ Sutter obligations on Financial Assistance Policies or Charity Care Policies:  

○​ In order to maintain tax-exemption status,  all non-profit hospitals are required by law to provide a Financial 
Assistance Policy, sometimes called Charity Care, that is tied to income level. In Sutter’s annual report, it cites over 
$1 billion in community benefits and around $100 million in charity care. Can Sutter confirm if the Financial 
Assistance Policy will apply for Emeryville and how that would work? 

 
 

mailto:stopper_fealty_8l@icloud.com
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City Council / Successor Agency Written
Comment Card

Submitted on 16 July 2026, 1:05pm

Receipt number 21

Related form version 0

Name Kristen Elaine

Phone Number

Email Address nanatthebeach@aol.com

Street Address 53rd St.

City

State

Zip Code

Meeting Date 07/21/2026

I wish to comment about Sutter proposal

My comments Dear Planning Commission and City Council:
I live on 53rd St. and have been made aware that you are actually
considering changing the zoning on a nearby lot and destroying
our peaceful, bicycle and pedestrian focused neighborhood.
You must not know 53rd St. has been plagued with dangerous
traffic issues due to being the location of 2 schools, a community
center, a childcare center, athletic fields often busy until 9:30 PM,
an outdoor gym, heavy bicycle traffic, and residential homes, with
heavy street parking. This project thinks adding 20,000 car trips a
day to the area of single lanes could work. Insane. OMG the air
quality, too?!
Who in their right minds would even consider this project in this
location? Certainly not anyone representing their public.
Remember, you do not represent Sutter.
Future headlines? Ambulance passes stopped bus, kills family
crossing mid-block. 
Death toll rises following helicopter crash into elementary school
(or child development center).
Even if you're not focused on your own political future, it's your
job to focus on the well being and best interests of your public.
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Sutter has massive wealth and needs to get busy elsewhere.
Scrap this crazy Sutterville idea. 
Sincerely,
Kristen Elaine
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