


















































How much to charge for a 
security deposit? 

• As of July 2024, property owners are no longer able to charge 2x the rent for a 

security deposit. 

• Generally, a security deposit cannot exceed one month 1s rent 

• An exception exists for property owners who own two or fewer properties with 

a total of four or fewer rental units. These smaller property owners can charge 

up to two months' rent. 

• A property owner may request an increase in the security deposit if the rent has 

increased. 
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Security Deposits 

• A landlord is able to use a tenant's security deposit for 4 reasons: 

a. for past-due rent; 

b. for cleaning the home when the tenant moves out, but only to 

make the unit as clean as it was when the tenant first moved in; 

c. For the repair of damages caused by the tenant or their guests, 

and 

d. If the rental agreement allows for restoring or replacing 

furniture and personal property (keys) that were included in the 

tenancy. 



Return of the Security Deposit 

1.A landlord has 21 days from the date that a tenant moves out to: 

a. send a full refund of the deposit; or 

b. send a partial refund with an itemized statement that lists the amounts 

of any deductions. 

2.A landlord cannot refuse to return an entire security deposit simply 

because a tenant lived in the unit. 

3. The security deposit cannot be used for repairing defects that existed in 

the home before you moved in. Remember to take photos prior to moving 

in! 

4.A rental agreement cannot state that a security deposit is "nonrefundable." 



SB-329 
• Unlawful to discriminate 

against applicants with 

Housing Choice Vouchers 

(Section 8) 

• Prohibits landlords from 

denying solely based on the 

source of income 

AB-1110 
• Requires 90-day notice if 

landlord increases the rent 

more than 10% 

• For properties exempt from 

AB-1482 



Questions 
& 

Comments 



CONNECT WITH US! 

Administrative Offices 
22551 Second Street #200 

Hayward, CA 94541 

510-581-9380 
855-ASK-ECHO toll-free 

Raquel Gonzalez, 
Housing Programs Coordinator 

em eryvilletenantrights@echofai rhousi ng.o rg 

contact@echofairhousing.org 
www.echofairhousing.org 
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